
W as the question Ange & Andy Gregory of Pearsall Rd were asking in July 2005, when they were told the painful news that their unborn daughter, 

Bethan, had died.  . 

“It was so unexpected, I suppose 

because I had already given birth to 
two, healthy boys, I just assumed 

everything would be fine”, said 

Ange.  The process of grief began.  

At least they had someone to direct 

the question to, but no easy answers 

were forthcoming.  

Andy and Ange naturally comforted 

each other, but help came from 

various sources.  “Friends from the 

Mustard Tree who had also suffered 
miscarriages, were of real support to 

me,” said Ange, “and also Kathryn 

who I got to know through 

www.babyloss.com.” 

But it was Ange’s own 

sons who brought 
unexpected support.  “No 

answers or explanations, 

just a child-like ability to 

notice when mum is 

struggling, give her a 
hug, and be there with 

her.  And it helps that 

they talk about Bethan 

openly in conversations, 

in a way many adults find 
hard to do,” explained 

Ange.  

and releasing balloons.  Charity 

gifts for Christmas and 
birthdays, from Oxfam 

Unwrapped and Save the 

Children, have been bought by 

Bethan’s older siblings and 

Grandparents.  

The question, “Why us,” 

remains unanswered, but “I’ve 

come to accept it.” says Andy.  

Even questions of “Where is 

Bethan now,” have an answer 
as they have found a comfort in 

the knowledge that the God 

who entrusted His child to us, 

knows our pain, and is best 

placed to hold our children in 

His arms. 

Easter Services 

Good Friday CommunionGood Friday CommunionGood Friday CommunionGood Friday Communion    

The Mustard Tree 

Watsons Road 

10:00am 
 

Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday    

All Age Praise 

10:30 am 

Longwell Green Primary School     

On Sunday, February 18th, 

Ange and Andy dedicated their 
new baby daughter, Carys. 

Friends and family joined the 

Mustard Tree Community 

Church to witness promises 

made by parents and church 
alike. The Church stood by 

them as they thanked God for 

Carys, dedicating themselves 

as parents to pray for her and 

share their faith with her.  The 
church committed to support 

them in this. 

Bethan is not forgotten.  The 

boys sign her name on every 

card they send, her parents pray 
for her each day and the family 

mark her birthday with cake 
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Homeless & Hungry 

E very night of the year, a small team of ordinary people go out onto the streets of 

Bristol to take food and essentials to the homeless 

and hungry.  “Most of the customers are really 

thankful.  Some are sleeping rough, others in 

hostels, and some even have housing with the 
council but rely on this to get by,” says Phil 

Morley part of the Mustard Tree Community 

Church team that goes out every 4 weeks. “Sadly, 

some of the same faces are still here from six 

years ago.” 

The Bristol Soup Run Trust, which coordinates 

the work in which the church is involved, 

recently celebrated 20 years serving the homeless 

on Bristol’s streets.  At Pip‘n’Jay a crowd of 

people are waiting for the team to arrive.  Some 
of the sixty paper bags, each with sandwiches, 

crisps, fruit, homemade cake, chocolate and 

biscuits, which earlier in the evening had been 

packed efficiently into the van, are brought out 

and given to the customers.  “How did all these 
people get here?”, asked Simon Hockenhull, who 

was on his first outing with the team.  “One boy 

left home, got hooked on heroin, and became 
homeless,” explained Phil. “Another got mixed 

up in accounts fraud, lost a good job, and ended 

up on the streets.” 

The rest of the evening is spent on foot in pairs 

searching out the homeless in out of the way 

places.  “It is getting much harder to find them,” 

said Phil, “since the Government policy is to 

move them on, denying there is a homeless 
issue.” The sad reality is that for many the small 

meal and hot drink is all they will eat each day. 

I f God was really there, surely he wouldn’t be so hard to find — said a student at Bristol 

University.  Some of us may remember church 

services, chapel, or Sunday school as kids, but 

struggled to see its relevance as teenagers, and 

since then, life has been pretty busy.   The Bible 
says, “God is never far from any of us,” but 

clearly many people today struggle to see Him.  

Faith Matters is a seven session course to 

explore what God is be like by looking at some 

of the life and teachings of His son Jesus. 

“Lots of people I know are Christians and I could 

see the strength and comfort they got from their 

faith”, said one person on the course, “so I 

started praying and was amazed by how many 

prayers were answered.”    

“Faith Matters simply lets you look at the 

evidence for God,  discuss this, and make up 

your own mind.  I have found that very few 

people, as adults, have been given this chance, so 

that is what we’re trying to offer,” explains  

course leader John Mark. 

Finding God? 



W hat do have when you put 30,  over 50’s in a 

room?  Answer: Golden 

Blend.  

14 yrs ago, the Mustard Tree 

wanted to do something for the 
more mature amongst us.  So 

every Thursday, in the church 

building on Watson’s Road, 

over 30 men and women drink 

tea, eat cakes, and chat.  But 
there is one anomaly.  The men 

sit separately from the women.  

“Its just always been that way” 

said one long-standing member, 

though she has her suspicions it 
may be because the men find it 

more peaceful on their own. 

“I go because I enjoy the 

camaraderie,” said Doris.  Over 

the past 12 years, Doris 
mentioned how much she got 

from “hearing others share their 
problems, views, and building 

real friendships.”  When asked 

if there was something that 

made the club unique, she 

mentioned how there is a good 
mixture of those from council 

properties and those with their 

own houses.  “Golden Blend has 

given us the chance for people 

to hear a different outlook on 
life and realise we all have our 

struggles.”   

“Over the years there have been 

trips to Bowood House near 

Chippenham, Swanage, the 
Forest of Dean, and even a 

weekend at a hotel in Torquay.  

But most Thursdays it is a ‘no 

strings attached’ time to chat 

and mingle and meet—anyone 
over 50 is welcome,” says Steph 

Cole of Cottonwood Drive who 

helped launch Golden Blend 

and now runs it.  And unlike the 

economy, there has been no 
inflation: 20p for your first hot 

drink, re-fills are free.   

But it is not just tea and cakes.  

On first Thursday of each month 

a ploughman’s lunch is 

provided for all, this becomes a 

Christmas meal in December. 

And there are quizzes.  Some of 

the rounds require the groups to 

sing, last time it was ‘20 tiny 

toes’ by Alma Cogan.  Other 

rounds ask questions like, ‘What 
animal were the Canary Islands 

named after?’.  Answer: a Bijon 

Frise dog!  The last round is 

normally about a story Jesus 

told, or did.  For example, ‘…
they were running out of wine at 

a wedding.  Panic!  Jesus is 

asked to get involved.  He gets 

them to fill 6 huge stone pots to 

the brim with water, dip a cup 
into this and give it to the host.’ 

Question: ‘On drinking this, 

what surprised the host of the 

wedding?’  Answer: that the 

groom would save this best 

wine to last. 

A Question Of Age! 

W as the plea of the young people taking a creative look at Fairtrade during a Sunday 

service at the Mustard Tree Community Church.  

The morning was packed with thought provoking 

information, prayers, drama and a fashion show – 

all written and performed by the young people 
themselves.  Everybody was challenged to check 

out their conscience when buying food and 

clothes, to make sure that farmers and workers get 

a fair price for their goods.  The young people also 

played in the worship band and served sample 

Fairtrade choccies at the end of the service. 

Check It Out 

Fairtrade Fashions 



 

“I think there is a world 
market for maybe five 

computers”. 

Thomas Watson,  

IBM 1943 

The Mustard Tree Community Church 
www.themustardtree.com 

We meet in Longwell Green Primary School, Ellacombe Road for a time of 

lively worship and relevant Bible teaching for all ages, every Sunday at 10:30am.  

The Mustard Tree is part of the Christian Church in Longwell Green,the Bristol Celebration Churches 

Network and a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK (www.eauk.org)  

Further info: e-mail:info@themustardtree.com 

CoffeeTots 
CoffeeTots is a weekly meeting place for under-3s together  with their parents or carers. 

Further info:  

e-mail: coffeetots@themustardtree.com 

Golden Blend 
Golden Blend is a weekly Thursday coffee afternoon for the over fifties  

Drop in for a chat and make some new friends 

Further info: e-mail: goldenblend@themustardtree.com 

T here’s been a reorganisation, and your position has gone - 
were the words Andy Bray, of 

Ellacombe Road, heard to his 

disbelief.  

It came as a shock, not because he 

had worked for Somerfield 16 
years, but because his particular 

role as commercial manager  

covering Wales and the South 

West seemed strategic enough to 

be safe.  After 
hearing the 

words, he 

gathered his 

thoughts over 

a coffee at the 
Little Chef, 

and phoned 

his wife, Jayne 

(who runs the 

playgroup 

Footprints). 

Jayne, was not surprised.  During 

the time when the threat of 

redundancy was looming, she had 

spent a lot of time in prayer and 
felt God was saying that change 

was coming, and that God would 

be with them. 

Andy’s first reaction was to apply 

for similar jobs.  But no doors 
opened, and it forced him to 

decide whether he wanted the 

same role, or to grab this chance 

to move to something new.  He 

chose the latter, and a chance 
came when he read about a new 

profession developing; that of 

being a Home Inspector. 

houses to be sold after June 1, 

2007.   

“I miss the routine, the people, 

the interaction of my old job.  

But I have been able to remain 

positive.”  Andy attributes this 

to the support and strength he 
draws from God, his family, and 

friends.   

In the turmoil before his 

redundancy, he felt encouraged 

by a verse from the book of 
Proverbs which he understood as 

saying, “Don’t worry.  Events 

can confuse us, and we may not 

understand God’s way 

immediately, but clarity comes 

later”. 

Andy immediately took on the 

challenge of a 9 month training 
course to qualify him to assess 

houses for their energy 

efficiency: an assessment that 

will become compulsory on all 


